
Special offer: new book edited by Val Noone
Nicholas O’Donnell’s Autobiography 

Launch at Celtic Club, 3.00 pm, Sunday 19 February

• To buy or order a copy online go to:
http://www.ballaratheritage.com.au/buy-images.html

Special pre-launch price
• $40 includes postage anywhere within Australia. 

Two copies posted $70, three for $100.
• $30 if paid now and collected at the launch on 19 February 2017.
• Offer ends 19 February 2017.
How to buy a copy of Nicholas O’Donnell’s Autobiography
Option One

Go to our website and order on line at the following address: 
www.ballaratheritage.com.au/buy-images.html

Option Two
Fill in the form below clearly, preferably in block letters, and:

a) post it to –
Ballarat Heritage Services, PO Box 2209, Bakery Hill PO, VIC 3354, or
b) email it to: info@ballaratheritage.com.au

• I would like to order …… copies of Nicholas O’Donnell’s Autobiography
at $40 a copy, or two for $70, or three for $100, posted to my address below. 
• I would like to order …… copies of Nicholas O’Donnell’s Autobiography
at $30 a copy, which I will collect at the Celtic Club on 19 February.

Please find enclosed my cheque/money order for $_______ made payable to 
Ballarat Heritage Services.
Or direct debit to Ballarat Heritage Services 
BSB 633-000, account number 112244223. 
Or, please charge my credit card: Mastercard …  Visa … 
Card number: ………………………………………… Three-digit cvv number……
Expiry date: ……/ ……   Signature …………………………………………………
Name ……………………………………………………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………Postcode  ………………………
Tel: ………………………… Email: ……………………………………………………

Edited by Val Noone

More than the life of one person, this is a compendium about   
a cluster of Limerick families who migrated to Victoria
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Nicholas O’Donnell’s Autobiography is
a gem of family and social history.
Born in 1862 at Bullengarook in
central Victoria, O’Donnell graduated
in medicine, married New
Zealand-born Molly Bruen and for
many years, based in West Melbourne,
they were prominent campaigners for
Irish Home Rule. Nicholas was one of
the founders of the Celtic Club. 

Before the arrival of the internet, he 
researched his and his wife’s parents
and scores of others who migrated from
Ireland, especially Limerick.

Although O’Donnell died in 1920
before publishing his findings, his
descendants cared for his manuscript.
Val Noone has edited O’Donnell’s
hand-written pages, adding an
Introduction and an Epilogue.

This is an attractively illustrated
volume of 344 pages. RRP $38.50.

This is a fascinating collective biography and
genealogy of a group of families from rural
County Limerick who, while never losing touch
with their rich Irish past, helped to shape
Australia’s future. It is meticulously edited and
annotated by Val Noone.

– Professor Elizabeth Malcolm,
University of Melbourne

When Michael O’Donnell and Johanna Barry
fled Ireland in the aftermath of the Great

Famine, they left the Golden Vale for Gold Rush
Australia. As their son Nicholas hoped, this
book will “rescue from complete oblivion” the
family trees of scores of families in the Croom
and Bruff hinterland. 

– Tom Donovan, editor of Old Limerick Journal

Many of us are delighted that Nicholas
O’Donnell’s fascinating and unique manuscript
of Irish family history is at last available in print.

– Geralyn Barry, genealogist, Oregon

Newman College Hotham History
Project


