
From: Debra Vaughan debonairdv@iinet.net.au
Subject: Great Famine Commemoration Day 2016 & continuation of the Irish Famine Orphan Heritage Group

Date: 9 November 2016 at 5:27 pm
To: Liz & Don McKenzie liz.mckenzie@tintean.org.au

Hello dear Liz & Don
 
 
Great to hear of your amazing trip today, with the castles, Cork, the especial brand of the season's new potatoes, family & all.
 
Attached is the re-send as discussed with Ambassador Noel White's 2015 speech for Tintean publication (with the Embassy's
permission in writing of course).  As discussed I'm re-sending my 'Farewell to Ceremony organisation email'.  It would be
lovely & helpful if you were to pen a sentence or two re my 'farewell to the Ceremony organization; continuation of Irish
Famine Heritage work' to go with it; I know how busy Val is with the near publication of his latest book.
 
On a call to say thank you & farewell to Sarah Mangan & those at the Embassy about 5 weeks ago, I was thrilled to have her
offer the new Ambassador's visit which is a great bridging gift to us for the next chapter of the ceremony this month on the
20th Nov.
 
 
All the best with your new editors too,
 
Debra
 
Debra Vaughan
Irish Famine Orphan Heritage
Great Famine Memorial Williamstown
(03) 9397 6619  

From: Debra Vaughan
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 11:59 PM
Subject: Great Famine Commemoration Day 2016 & continuation of the Irish Famine Orphan
Heritage Group

Dear and Cherished Folks
 
 
As we approach Commemoration Day 2016 in Melbourne, it is with a heavy
heart I let you know I must step back from my much-loved duties in
organizing Commemoration Day for the past six years.  However, I shall still
continue with the Irish Famine Orphan Heritage work, collating and writing up
their stories as per usual, plus the occasional newsletter.  As you know by
now, I am prone to a longer email to save you perhaps turning pale
with modern-day dread of yet more tasks, should you see repeated
data within lots of shorter ones.  I do hope in re-reading later down the track
these newsletters can prompt more leads and action in your own recording
and projects. 
 
Running Commemoration Day has been a gift and a marvellous, educative
mission on so many levels, a mission which I didn't know then I had;
eventually and sadly, it became just too much for one mortal's time and more
germane, her health.  In finding Famine Rock one day in 2008 on an
unsuspecting walk one day through my new home of Williamstown, it gave
me a jolt to the heart to realise there were those unknown to me sending love
& thoughts to me & my own, plus the tender, rousing, strong thoughts on the
plaque spoke so eloquently to those who suffer injustice, then & now.  Also,
as far as I know, it is the only monument in Hobsons Bay to pay tribute, long
overdue, to the important First People, who suffered our incursions as did the
Irish back home.



Irish back home.
 
In the pleasure of corresponding and linking us together around the world,
and in collecting and understanding the stories, in the final disaster of
the Great Famine, I began to understand Irish refugees were treated with love,
work and fostering, but far more often, cruel insensitivity and fear-based,
money-led decisions, to say the least, as refugees are today. 
 
A throng of people have gifted their help in both dedication to the ideals and
wonderful work gone before since 1998, plus resources and performances on
Commemoration Day.
 
There are too many to list individually but history must record some few; so
forgive my flagging typing, but know, I remember you all.  First I'd like to
thank Leo Kelly, who has played his pipes in the traditional way at the Rock
since 1999, as well as keeping the ceremonies going, with crowd pleasing
sister, soprano Janet Kelly; cherished mentor Peter Kiernan who has refined
my knowledge, encouraged and laughed with me, even as he cracked the
whip; Mary Kenneally who in the words of the song, shared a woman's heart,
as well as her extensive scholarship and intelligence; dear friend and local
powerhouse authority, Jill Bilston whose superior listening skills and solution
oriented thoughts soothed the fevered brow - many a time.
 
Irish history doyens and movers and shakers in the old style of volunteers,
who also give so much more than most, Beryl O'Gorman of Irish Ancestry
Group and Ada Ackerly, in her latest incarnation as Museum Director,
Williamstown Historical Society, as well as generous genealogist Kathy Baulch,
ex Secretary of Koroit Historical Society, Koroit being an AustralianIrish
epicentre around where so many of the 'orphan girl' families settled; Lorna
Biggs & John O'Reilly; local volunteer Ireland Reaching Out representative,
Siobhan O'Neill, and family; Hobsons Bay Council, whose people have always
been so sympathetic to our aims and generous in their support, including
Mayors past and present, with current Ward Councillor, the tireless and
warm Angela Altair, and especially those in the Arts, Events and Tourism
Department, friends Hazel and Billie Finnie, plus Janet Dawes and Ilona
Rayson.  Crowning all their help, in 2013, across the path from Famine Rock,
is the illustrated Bay Trail Marker, part of a 23 kilometre coastal trail, where
Council requested me to write a personalized tale of our own Melbourne
famine orphans, memorialising all their ships.
 
Playwrights/performers of musical talent, such as the ever sunny Vince
Brophy and the capable, unflappable Margie, and Cora Brown;  Kathleen
Kiernan's tin whistle and The Butterfly ; rara avis visitors such as favourites
Aindrias de Staic and Matthew Horsley; Ned Dawson whose freelance sound
system skills, honed at the ABC, helped us hear our wonderful guest speakers
and performers; handpicked guest speakers of cachet and considerable
scholarship and artistry; Dr Perry McIntyre, crew et al for the annual Sydney
memorial event, and of course the invaluable work of



memorial event, and of course the invaluable work of
http://irishfaminememorial.org/, sprung from research done for Barefoot and
Pregnant?  Irish Famine Orphans in Australia, compiled & edited by one of the
finest writers on the Great Famine, Dr Trevor McClaughlin, still producing
germane, thoughtful questions and ideas.
 
Dr Noone, original Chair for 1998's Famine Rock inauguration, whose grand
skills and knowledge lead him to speak on our behalf, and continue as a
seasoned Master of Ceremony.  In saying farewell, I shall be sorry too not
to be working in these gatherings anymore with the Irish Ambassadors, their
Deputy Heads and staff, such as Sarah Mangan and Elizabeth Coyle, for they
all have understood instinctively what we were trying to achieve, and
supported us in such a seemingly effortless way.
 
Lastly, I 'd like to thank the future and the past: such as the Gallaghers' kind
friendship and gentle encouragement, and whose children, especially our
Commemoration Day poetry reader Jake, make me happy by proving each
generation can understand how the stirrings of the past make us fall in love
with history today; Janet Bohan, and local St Mary's Primary School, of which
the second headmaster of 1846 was here on the spot to have the Port Phillip
Gazette publish his poem, rebutting the slander against 'our girls'.  Lastly I
thank my parents for their love of history and Australian pioneers, plus an
especial mention of my father Ian Vaughan, taken from us too soon, who had
only begun to encourage my writing, and further in his footsteps, speaking
engagements, which eventuated decades later; and not least, for his 'mystery'
great grandmother Sarah O'Malley; those two both embodied all the fine
qualities we can see in those caught in cataclysmic global and societal
forces.  There is no shame in tribulation.
 
Given so many of your observations, I know many of you feel with me the
importance of drawing people into a relationship with such important living
history, and the healing, re-framing and re-knitting which is so necessary in
the difficulties faced, endured and overcome of our ancestral lines.  This is
particularly poignant given 'our girls' were orphans, and as we all know, such
connections and relations of huge numbers of families tossed to the wind,
in such parlous states, or even entirely decimated, means some names were
heard nevermore.  I have tried to bring all those interested 'closer to the fire'
in fellowship, and to live up to the needs expressed through scores of
comments made to me in many a long phone call, and through attendees at
ceremony such as this.  In just one treasured comment, a dear person in tears,
said to me on the day "Until now I never felt anyone cared about our families'
suffering".
 
I hope it has been worthwhile for your research and connections, for your
listening pleasure, meeting critical writers and speakers in the field, sharing
the music which speaks so much more than mere words, and being in
fellowship with a dish of tay and tasty morsel in hand, to share with pride



fellowship with a dish of tay and tasty morsel in hand, to share with pride
and sometimes tears the stories of our brave ancestors and families.  We look
to the future for more to come.
 
In tune with the many descendants who have raised this point, I would love
to know what great great grandmother Sarah O'Malley Smith, via Pemberton,
Melbourne 1849, would have made of our gathering. 
 
We were blessed with a growing close relationship with the Irish Embassy in
Canberra last year and that is continuing.  With the kind permission of the
previous Irish Ambassador, His Excellency Noel White, I have kept you a
treat to share, as I know there are many who cannot make our yearly
Commemoration Day: the Ambassador's 2015 speech.  I have just been
informed our new Ambassador, His Excellency Breandán Ó Caollaí, is keen to
attend Commemoration Day this year. 
 
These are a couple of very short pieces of introduction for such an august
visitor.  The first, at 9 October 2013 is somewhat out of date, but it does paint
an engaging picture of our new Ambassador, sworn in January 2016 and
starting here in August http://www.bostonirish.com/news/2013/new-irish-
consul-boston-%E2%80%98bullish%E2%80%99-priorities.  The second is a
short video:  "Breandán Ó Caollaí, Consul General of Ireland in Boston,
explains the importance of the Irish Cultural Center at Elms College in
promoting Irish culture in western Massachusetts.  Mr. Ó Caollaí was the
featured speaker at the ICC's 2014 Lá na Gaeilge, Irish language immersion
day."  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNffLSsqJn8 , published 20 May
2014.   
 
Seeding and supporting projects to tell the stories of this critical time in Irish
history is still in my remit, so I encourage you to keep in touch with me, so we
can connect, for kinship of aims and so we can reach out around the world to
keep these important stories alive.  As ever, this may range from family
research queries and all in between to creative, artistic endeavour, as per
usual!
 
As part of my remit with the Heritage group, I shall continue to engage with
you and pass on material to you as it comes to hand.  As part of my final
Commemoration Day duties, as requested, I'll be forwarding on to you a
proper 2016 invitation from Dr Noone in due course.
 
As part of my step down, I shall pass along any of your future messages to Dr
Val Noone, especially for future events.  He is taking over the running this
year temporarily, and tells me "there will be a short wreath-laying and words of
commemoration at 3.00 pm at the Famine Rock on Sunday 20 November 2016 led by
Val Noone and Peter Kiernan".  He writes: "we will look to others coming forward in
future to work for similar goals in new and different ways".  Val is in the thick of
life himself, especially with a major new book about to be birthed.



life himself, especially with a major new book about to be birthed.
 
Commemoration Day and all the meetings and contacts with you, who were
interested throughout the years or attended events, was a special &
respected duty.  I thank you all for so much satisfaction and reward. 
 
As a final gift, though not of my making, I attach copy of Irish Ambassador
Noel White's 2015 Commemoration Day speech.  It is well worth re-visiting,
and I know not all of you could make the trip on that day.
 
I look forward to seeing you at 3 pm at Famine Rock this year,
 
 
Blessings to you all: go raibh maith agaibh as na mbronntanas
 
Debra
 
Debra Vaughan
Irish Famine Orphan Heritage
Great Famine Memorial Williamstown
(03) 9397 6619
 

 
PS I am attaching a quick update of last year's invitation, so you have the new
time, current date and address to hand; some of you are new to this list and
have let me know you are travelling interstate to attend, so I want you to get
this invitation to you asap.
 
PPS If you ever wondered, the purple, green and white of my pages is a nod
to the Suffragette colours; to the courage, creativity and grace under pressure
of women, especially our pioneers.



AMBASSADOR 
White…15.pdf


