
Reflection  
 
Dear Folks 
 
It was lovely to see the thoughtful, engaged, happy faces, as the cloud & sunshine 
facets of what we memorialise on Commemoration Day washed over & touched 
us all. 
 
I have attached Peter Kiernan's & my report on the day for you, the Ambassador's 
CV for you to see a snapshot of the scope of his work, plus a few photos via the 
multi-talented Vince Brophy. 
 
Personally, I want to thank each & every one of you, for so many different 
contributions: erudite speeches, performance, work, afternoon tea & presence; not 
to mention the O'Neill family's contribution, in staying back to help me with the 
final pack up and sharing the dinner and debrief to close an especial landmark of a 
day! 
 
Whether by miles, thought or endurance, the spirit of the day recognises 
the cherishing of our forbears, the heart & mind's distance we travel to mourn our 
inspiration of our dead, & the never-ending chain of thoughts following those 
loved ones who travel afar. Re our teenage Famine Orphan girls, we appreciate 
each person as an individual, whatever their experience or end. 
 
In due course, we may be able to share with you Ambassador White's speech, with 
its warmth and connection of an uplifting speech. It was a great pleasure to have 
him with us, and to get to know more of the scope of the work & connections he 
and his embassy craft for us. 
 
In considering the arrival and contribution of these teenage Irish Famine Orphan 
Girls, it gives me hope & courage for the world, to be able to see such concrete 
proof of the rising of the spirit of the people in rebuilding after tragedy; to see how 
far we can go in achievement and re-building after massive upheaval, with support 
and persistence, now as well as then. 
 
May you experience some peace & communion at this Christmastide, and with the 
turning of the Old into the New Year, fulfill some new possibilities & 
accomplishments for your spirit & communities. 
 
Slán go foil 
 
Debra 
Debra Vaughan 
Irish Famine Orphan Heritage 
Great Famine Memorial Williamstown 
(03) 9397 6619 

	  


