
From: Debra Vaughan debonairdv@iinet.net.au
Subject: INVITATION to attend Famine Rock Commemoration Day 2.30 pm Sunday 22 Nov 2015 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

Date: 11 November 2015 3:21 am
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;

Dear Folks Near & Far
 
 
First up, we are excited to tell you about the annual Great Famine Commemoration
ceremony I've run for the last 6 years at Famine Rock.  Herein is an Invitation
attached, with a bit of background.  It's a relaxed & beautiful afternoon, with a
range of truly wonderful musicians & performers, speaking to these brave
teenagers' stories, finishing with an old-fashioned afternoon tea.
 

This year, we will be blessed thrice, with a visit & talk from the Irish Ambassador
from Canberra, His Excellency Mr Noel White, our other guest speaker Mrs Ada
Ackerly, Museum Director from Williamstown Historical Society, with "Those Feisty
Girls", & amongst many great performers, a new band playing, Cora & the
Cropboys: Cora Browne, Vince Brophy & Felix Meagher.
 
Also present will be Siobhan O'Neill, first generation Australian from Ireland.  She
is a very helpful local "international volunteer" for the Irish Government's site,
Ireland Reaching Out http://www.irelandxo.com. So she is very happy to help you
navigate the site & there help you to update your family history enquiries.  As a
young child by her mother's knee, she imbibed much oral history as they were
entertained by an old-timer, a supporter of the Ned Kelly family, while her father
was engaging in Greta Rifle Club meets.  An expert speaker on Ned Kelly,
as Siobhan works on her book, she has a tremendous insight into the man, the
myths & the times.  N.B. She will be giving a talk at Williamstown Historical Society
in March 2016.
 

It's such an exciting time to be working with these stories, as so little of the
Australian women pioneers' stories have been written, worked with & shared.  I
wonder what our great great grandmothers would have thought?  I am sure they
feel our gratitude for their courage, stamina, & their dear women's hearts.
 

Tinteán is going strong online, so we encourage you to look at their unique &
intelligent offerings of articles of interest articles & notice of events to Australians,
Irish & that strong mix of the twain.  Subscriptions are currently free, &
submissions welcome; we know there is a strong creative & artistic streak in our
people.
 

During the year it is always exciting to hear of the latest plays, films, research &
books dealing with the Famine Orphans.  One of the latest is Barbara Barclay's
http://mayoorphangirls.weebly.com/ re her dissertation on the Mayo Orphan Girls.  An Australian, she is now a mature student
living in Co Mayo.  It's an ongoing project as she adds more information on individual girls, and slowly gets in contact with
descendants.
 

Kay Caball, a Kerry native of h"p://mykerryancestors.com/, with the The Kerry Girls:
Emigration & the Earl Grey Scheme to her credit, has also written Finding your

http://www.irelandxo.com/
http://mayoorphangirls.weebly.com/
http://mykerryancestors.com/


Ancestors in Kerry.  The latter is the latest in a series of county guides published by
Flyleaf Press.  These include guides for Kildare, Limerick, Sligo, Galway, Dublin,
Clare, Westmeath, Cork, Limerick, Roscommon, Mayo and Donegal. 
 

Aine McCallister's 3CR Radio program, 2 pm Monday 16 November, is kindly
hosting an interview with Mary Kenneally & me.  Dr Noone has done his part too,
with an interview on 3ZZZ last Sunday 6 pm 8 November, so you can listen
online. http://www.3zzz.com.au/audiofiles/42316.750045_3ZZZ_Sun_08_Nov_20
15_6_00_PM.mp3.  Be quick as past programs are only kept up online for a few
short weeks.
 

Late breaking news is we are producing another reprint of the 1998 classic,
Melbourne & the Irish Famine, a small but densely packed, erudite little booklet. 
They should be available on the day; thereafter let me know if you would like a
copy & I can tell you where to find them.
 

I think you will really enjoy this special edition of what we fondly call
"Commemoration Day at Famine Rock".  Hope to see you there.
 
Ar scáth a chéile a mhaireann na daoine. 
 

Debra
 
Debra Vaughan
Irish Famine Orphan Heritage
Great Famine Memorial Williamstown
(03) 9397 6619 
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